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equinox is connected with the beginning of the spring. As
this point used to be calculated as the beginning or end of a
year in the Vedic times and, as Prajapati is connected with the
time in the Atharvaveda and is identified with the year (sambat-
sara) in the Brahmanas, we may find some reason why Prajapati
is considered as the bestower of good progeny. "As already
noted, Ka is Prajapati and Father is the same deity. His
daughter is Dawn (as interpreted in Maitrayam Samhita and
other later works). The archer is Mrgavyadha (identified as
one of the Rudras and with the brilliant star Sirius). Taking
the physical basis of these, we may reasonably believe that
Prajapati, for his physical basis, must be some celestial object
(constellation figure). We have some other evidences for the
same. Thus, he is said to maintain three lustres, which the
commentators hold as the sun, moon, and fire. As such an
idea does not seem to be consistent, we take them as three
brilliant stars. Again, we find in Satapatha Brahmana (2. 1, 2,
8) that Mrgasiras (the star A Orionis) Hes in the head of Praja-
pati. As the same star lies on the head of the ancient con-
stellation Orion, we may conclude that Prajapati was more or
less coincident with the same constellation.1 The name of
A Orionis, signifying the head of a deer may make us think that
the actual configuration, at least at a later period, was that of
a deer (rsi), as we find in the later modified version of the story.
When the vernal equinoctial point was situated above or near
Orion, the constellation used to appear in the dawn and close
to the horizon at the beginning of the spring. We can thus
explain the pairing of Prajapati with his daughter and coining
in contact with the earth. The discharge of the small quantity
of germinal fiuid is metaphorically the light showers of rain not
uncommon at this time of the day. In the Atharvaveda Praja-
pati is connected with thunder. In the later version of the
myth, as told in Maitrayam Samhita and Brahmanas, Dawn
is made to transform into Rohinl (the brilliant star Aldebaran).
This can also be explained when we remember that the vernal
equinoctial point moved back towards the beginning of the
sign Taurus and came to be placed close to the star Aldebaran
at a later period. As regards the archer, who is identified
with the dog-star Sirius, placed in the constellation Cams major,
we have no distinct evidence regarding its constellation figure,
as the name implies. The star is placed in such a position that
it is in the same line with the three brilliant stars of the belt
of Orion. These three may represent the arrow thrown by the
archer.

In the astronomical works, we have the name of a star,
viz.  Prajapati which is identical with ft Aurigae.   This star

* In Homer's Odyssey (XI. 310) Orion has been described as the
Goodliest of men and he is said to be loved by Dawn.